Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 00049 130538Z 
ACTION EA- 12 
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SECRET VIENTIANE 0049 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP PINS MILI SHUM PFOR CASC LA US 
SUBJECT: MIA'S IN LPDR 

REF: A STATE 2567, B 77 VIENTIANE 1 105 

1 . IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUC- 
TION THAT WE NOT LINK THE MIA QUESTION WITH OUR POSSIBLE 
DISASTER RELIEF RESPONSE TO THE LAO FOOD APPEAL (REF A 
PARA 3), THE ACTING DCM CAPHED ON MFA DIRECTOR OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AND PACIFIC NATIONS SOMBAT CHOUN- 
LAMANY JANUARY 1 1 TO DELIVER THE MIA FILES WHILE THE 
CHARGE SEPARATELY CALLED ON MFA CHIEF DE CABINET 
SOUBANH SRITHIRATH TO DISCUSS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, FOOD 
AID (SEPTEL). 

2. THE ACTING DCM HANDED THE FILES OVER TO SOMBAT AND 
ASKED THAT THE LAO USE THE PROVIDED INFORMATION TO 
FACILITATE THEIR SEARCH FOR US MIA'S. SHE MENTIONED 

TO SOMBAT THATPREVIOUS US DELEGATIONS HAD DISCUSSED 
THE MIA QUESTION WITH HIS GOVERNMENT AND THAT COUNTRY 
DIRECTOR BROWN HAD GIVEN SOMBAT SIMILAR FILES IN JULY 
1977. SHE REMINDED SOMBAT THAT HE HAD TOLD BROWN AT 
THAT TIME THAT THE LAO WERE IN THE PROCESS OF LOOKING 
FOR INFORMATION ON US MIA'S BUT HAD NOT YET PULLED 
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TOGETHER A REPORT (REF B). SHE THEN ASKED SOMBAT IF, 

SINCE THEN, THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO COMPILE ANY INFORMA- 
TION ON US MIA'S. SOMBAT REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO 
INFORMATION AT THEPRESENT. HE SAID THAT IT WAS VERY 
DIFFICULT TO CONDUCT A SEARCH IN REMOTE MOUNTAINOUS 
REGIONS AND THAT MOST OF THE LAO PEOPLE WERE PREOCCUPIES 
WITH DRY SEASON PLANTING BECAUSE OF THE POOR CROP 
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CAUSED BY A DROUGHT. AFTER ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IMPROVE, 
SOMBAT SAID, THEN MAYBE THE LAO COULD SEARCH FOR US 
MIA’S. 

3. THE ACTING DCM SAID THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THERE 
WAS A SERIOUS CROP SHORTFALL THIS YEAR BECAUSE WE HAD 
RECEIVED THE LPDR APPEAL FOR EMERGENCY FOOD AID. SHE 
ADDED THAT OUR REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON MIA'S WAS NOT 
LINKED TO ANY POSSIBLE US RESPONSE THE LAO FOOD 

AID APPEAL. SOMBAT ASKED IF SHE THOUGHT THE US WOULD 
GIVE FOOD AID TO LAOS THIS YEAR. THE ACTING DCM 
EXPLAINED THAT THE PROPOSAL WAS BEING EXAMINED BUT THAT 
THERE WERE SOME PROBLEMS, PARTICULARLY WITH CONGRESS. 
SOMBAT THEN ASKED WHY PRESIDENT CARTER DID NOT CALL FOR 
A RE-ELECTION IF HE COULD NOT GET HIS POLICIES THROUGH 
CONGRESS. SOMBAT WAS TOLD THAT THE US POLITICAL SYSTEM 
WAS NOT THE SAME AS THE BRITISH. HE THEN RECEIVED A 
BRIEF, BASIC CIVICS LECTURE. 

4. THE ACTING DCM ADDED THAT NOT ALL OF THE US 
CONGRESSMEN WERE OPPOSED TO AID TO LAOS BUT THAT THERE 
WAS A SUBSTANTIAL BLOC THAT HAD SOME MISGIVINGS ABOUT 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD IN KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM, AND 
LAOS. SOMBAT COUNTERED BY SAYING THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN LAOS WAS A GOOD DEAL BETTER THAN IN THE US 
BECAUSE AMERICAN BLACKS, WOMEN, AND ETHNIC ASIANS DID 
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NOT HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS. SOMBAT WAS TOLD THAT, UNDER US 
LAWS, THESE GROUPS DID INDEED HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS AND 
OFFERED THE PERSONNEL STAFFING OF THE VIENTIANE EMBASSY 
AND ANDREW YOUNG AS EXAMPLES. HE ACCEPTED THESE 
EXAMPLES BUT CLAIMED THAT IT WAS TOKENISM. SENSING THE 
CONVERSATION HAD REACHED AN IMPASSE, THE ACTING DCM 
ENCOURAGED SOMBAT TO COME TO THE US ON ONE OF THE NEXT 
LPDR DELEGATIONS TO THE UNITED NATIONS SO THAT HE COULD 
WITNESS THE AMERICAN SYSTEM FIRST HAND. 

5. COMMENT: CONGRESSMAN G. V. MONTGOMERY'S NEWS 
RELEASE OF DECEMBER 20,1977, WHICH WE RECEIVED JANUARY 
12,1978, REPORTED THAT VIETNAMESE IDENTIFICATION 
TEAMS WOULD VISIT THE U.S. CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION 
LABORATORY IN HAWAII IN MARCH 1978. CONGRESSMAN 
MONTGOMERY SAID THAT THE LAO HAD NOT YET PROVIDED 
INFORMATION ON US MIA'S IN LAOS AND STATED "IF THE 
LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD ALSO SEND IDENTIFICATION TEAMS 
TO OUR CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY AS THE VIET- 
NAMESE ARE GOING TO DBO, THERE IS A POSSIBILITY EVEN 
LARGER NUMBERS OF REMAINS COULD BE RECOVERED FROM 
SOUTHEAST ASIA.50 
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6. IF INDEED LAO TEAMS ARE INVITED TO VISIT THE 
LABORATORY IN HAWAII, PRESUMABLY AT USG EXPENSE, WE 
SUGGEST THE DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZE US TO DELIVER A FORMAL 
INVITATION. WE ARE NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT SUCH A VISIT 
WOULD PRODUCE ANY REAL, CONCRETE BENEFITS, BUT THE 
INVITATION WOULD KEEP THE MIA DIALOGUE GOING AND WOULD 
SHOW OUR CONTINUED INTEREST. THE EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS. 

ROBERTS 
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